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Sir: 

In compliance with the provisions of Rules 1.97(d) (1) and 
1.98, Applicants respectfully petition for consideration of 
the prior art enclosed herewith and listed on the enclosed 
Form PTO-1449. I hereby certify that each item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited 
in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of this statement. A check in the amount 
of $180 . 00 is enclosed to cover the Rule 1.97(d) (2) fee. 

(Please see following page.) 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on December 8, 2 003. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fees which may be required by this paper, or credit 
any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 06-1382. A duplicate 
copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

Further consideration is respectfully solicited. 
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